[Invasive infra centimetric breast lobular carcinoma: ultrasonographic features].
To evaluate the ability of breast ultrasound to detect and analyze small (less than 1 cm in size) invasive lobular carcinomas. and methods. A retrospective analysis of 93 small invasive carcinomas measuring less than 10 mm in size diagnosed between 1998 and 2000 in our institution was performed. In this group, 15 invasive lobular carcinomas were identified in 12 patients. All mammograms and ultrasound examinations were reviewed. Twelve cases of less than 10 mm invasive lobular carcinomas were diagnosed. Two lesions in one patient and one in an other patient were not detected at ultrasound and mammogram (multifocal carcinomas). All invasive lobular carcinomas were found as hypoechogenic masses with ill-defined margins and posterior shadowing. Four lesions showed evidence of microlobulations, 6 lesions an hyperechogenic halo and only one showed a vertical axis. The sensitivity of ultrasound in this group was recorded as 80% (12/15). The study confirms a high sensitivity of ultrasound examination in detection and characterization of small infiltrative lobular carcinoma.